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EVENTS CALENDAR
AQUATICS CENTER

March 24, 2007 | Summer Recreation Job Fair 
Summer & Sport Camp leaders, ticketing and
concessions workers 9:00 A.M. ç 11:30 A.M

Lifeguard and swim instructor positions ç 1:00 P.M. ç 4:30 P.M. 
For additional information, call Jolie Hunter at 782ç2134 x 702

COMING TO THE COMMUNITY PLAYHOUSE

March 16 ç March 31 | School House Rock!

May 11 ç June 2 | California Suite
Presented by the South Valley Civic Theatre
Tickets available at the Community Center. For additional information call 
842çSHOW or visit www.svct.org

Last Thursday of Every Month | Comedy Night at the Playhouse
Tickets at the door ç $12 / Advance tickers are $10
Doors open at 7:30 P.M. ç show begins at 8:00 P.M.
(not recommended for children under 18)
For additional information call 782ç0008 or visit www.wesjoke.com/playhouse

For additional information on all Playhouse performances, contact Karen 
Lengsfield at Morgan Hill Community Playhouse 408.782.0008.

City To Recruit Board & 
Commission Members
The City Council of Morgan Hill is planning to fill 20 vacancies on 

6 of its advisory commissions in April and June 2007.

Seats will be available on the Library, Culture & Arts Commission 
(3 appointments) in April 2007. Applications will be made 
available March 1, 2007 in the City Clerk’s office and on the 
City’s website (www.morganhill.ca.gov).  Deadline for submitting 
an application for these appointments is Friday, March 23, 2007 
at 5:00 p.m.

Seats will be available on the Architectural & Site Review Board 
(3 appointments); Mobile Home Rent Stabilization Commission 
(3 appointments); Planning Commission (4 appointments); and 
Senior Advisory Commission (4 appointments) in June 2007.  
Applications will be made available April 2, 2007 in the City 
Clerk’s office and on the City’s website (www.morganhill.ca.gov).  
Deadline for submitting an application for these appointments is 
Friday, April 27, 2007 at 5:00 p.m.  

Seats will be available on the Bicycle & Trails Advisory Committee 
(3 appointments) in April 2007. The Parks & Recreation 
Commission will interview and appoint to fill vacancies on 
this Committee. Applications will be made available March 
1, 2007 in the City Clerk’s office and on the City’s website 
(www.morganhill.ca.gov).  Deadline for submitting an application 
for these appointments is Friday, March 23, 2007 at 5:00 p.m.  

Please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (408) 779-7271 for 
information regarding these Board, Commission and Committee 
vacancies. 
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On Saturday, January 20th, over 100 residents 
attended the Grand Opening of Morgan Hill’s first 
Off-leash Dog Park located at the southeast corner 
of Community Park on Edmundson Avenue. It 
is approximately 1 1⁄2 acres in size built within 
the area of Community Park designated as a 
“Low Maintenance or Fringe Area”. This low 
maintenance area is part of a 25% reduction in 
Full-service Park Maintenance throughout all our 
City Parks. 

A small group of citizens created D.O.G. “Dog 
Owners Group”, a private non-profit group under 
the Morgan Hill Foundation and through private 
fund raising efforts, raised $27,000. In November 
of 2006 D.O.G. approached Council to offer 
their funding as a donation to the City for Off-
Leash Dog Park Improvements and requested the 
City contribute $20,000 to the project. Council 

approved the idea of the donation 
and appropriated additional City 

funds to the Dog Park. In 
addition, Permagreen 

Hydroseeding donated 
$4,500 in labor and 
materials, Associated 

Concrete donated $1,200 
for the fence posts 
footings and the Rotary 
Club of Morgan Hill 
donated the bulletin 
board.

 The Park is completely 
fenced with separate areas 

for small and large dogs. 
Amenities include 2 

doggie 
watering 

stations, benches for owners to socialize, fire hydrants (a 
second one being installed in the next month), and Doggie 
mitt stations for Dog Owners to clean up after their pooches. 
Future amenities will be identified in a Master Plan being 
developed by D.O.G. 

 The Dog Park area is currently covered in turf with mature 
trees throughout. D.O.G has agreed to continue their financial 
support of the Project by paying for the ongoing costs of 
watering and mowing the turf. This agreement was arrived at 
to keep the City from using General Fund Monies to maintain 
the Dog Park that otherwise had been designated by Council 
as a low maintenance area. 

 Rules for use of the 
park are posted at 
the main gate. 
Questions about 
the Dog Park’s 
operation 
may be 
directed to 
Mori Struve, 
Deputy 
Director of 
Public Works at 
776-7333. D.O.G. 
may be 
contacted at 
779-3451 for 
Gloria Zufall or 
Yvonne 
Davenport and 
848-0951 for 
Marlys Warner. 

Please park in 
designated 
spaces.

Dog Park



CITY OF MORGAN HILL  |   CITY CONNECTION  |   PAGE 4

The Morgan Hill Police Department is pleased to 
announce a new online police reporting option for the 
public.  This web based system allows the public to 
file reports of certain incident types or minor incidents 
(small thefts, vehicle burglaries, lost property, hit & 
run accidents and crime tips) over the internet at their 
convenience.  

This new service will allow a person to file a 
report at a time that is best for them without 

having to wait for an officer 
to respond or call 

them back. Upon 
completion 

of the 
report 
the 

person is then able to print a temporary copy for their 
records.  The report is reviewed by police personnel and 
once approved, the person filing the report will receive 
an email with a copy of the final report attached without 
cost.  The report will transfer into the Morgan Hill 
Police Department’s records management system and 
receive the same investigation and statistical analysis 
ability as if the report had been filed by a police officer.

This web based reporting option will allow officers to 
spend more time to address other community needs 
while keeping pace with the public’s expectation of 
completing services via the Internet.

The web based crime reporting service can be accessed or 
the Police Department Webpage or at
www.morganhill.ca.gov/html/coplogic/start-report.html.

Morgan Hill Police Department’s 

New On-line Reporting System

LIBRARY OPENING 
COMING THIS SUMMER
Construction on the new Library continues moving 

forward on-schedule and on-budget.  Opening of the 
facility will take place this summer.  Construction 
work began in April 2006.

Although it may not be readily visible from the 
outside, substantial construction activity is taking 
place within the Library structure.  Interior partitions 
and electrical hook-ups are being installed, as well 
as sheetrock.  The interior mechanical systems, 
including heater, air conditioner, ducting, and vents 
are also well under way.  

One outside item soon to become visible as part of the 
Library construction - and of particular interest to 
those with children - is a neighborhood playground.  
This will be located at the corner of DeWitt and 
Alkire avenues.  It will include a play structure, seat 
walls, and landscaping.  

Watch for further updates on the Library opening in 
future issues of “City Connections,” or, view a live 
construction webcam through the City of Morgan 
Hill website at www.morgan-hill.ca.gov at the link:  
“Construction of New Morgan Hill Library Has 
Begun”.



CITY OF MORGAN HILL  |   CITY CONNECTION  |   PAGE 5

The City’s Redevelopment Agency Board unanimously 
approved the reduction of Traffic Impact Fees as well as 
the elimination of Sewer Impact Fees in the Redevelopment 
Project Area. The reduced fees will become effective 
February 5, 2007. 

The City recently amended its Redevelopment Agency Plan 
to increase the tax increment amount by $333 Million. 
The City now plans to commit about $65 Million of this 
amount on future infrastructure projects, which supports 
the Redevelopment Agency’s Policy to give preference to 
the construction and installation of public improvements 
and infrastructure to offset the general cost of development 
in the Redevelopment Project Area. The Redevelopment 
Agency Board decided to fund these specific infrastructure 
improvements to remove what has been cited as in 
inhibitor to private development and rehabilitation within the 
Redevelopment Agency Project Area. 

The list of traffic improvement projects to be funded by the 
Redevelopment Agency includes the widening of Tennant 
Avenue at the Highway 101 over crossing, extension of 
Butterfield Boulevard south to Watsonville Road, median and 
landscaping improvements on Monterey Road, extension of 
Santa Teresa Boulevard from Main Street to Spring Street and 
various other road improvements. 

The City charges Traffic Impact Fees based on the incremental 
impact new development is expected to have in the City’s 
road network. These funds are then used to fund 35 

specific projects worth approximately $60 Million (based 
on 2002 estimates) identified in the 2002 Traffic Impact 
Fee Study conducted by DMG Maximus. From this list, the 
Redevelopment Agency has committed to fund 14 projects 
located within, or directly benefiting the Redevelopment 
Project Area, therefore reducing the amount new development 
must pay in Traffic Impact Fees. The current estimated cost 
of these projects is approximately $45 Million. This means 
a new single family residential unit which would have paid 
$3,181 in Traffic Impact Fees under the old fee schedule 
would now be assessed $1,383, representing a savings of 
56.5%. Commercial and industrial development will see the 
same reduction in Traffic Impact Fees as the current fee of 
$3,160 per peak hour trip will be reduced to $1,383 under 
the new fee structure.  For industrial development, a typical 
40,000 sq. ft. R&D building would now pay about $41,000 in 
traffic impact fees versus $94,000.

Similar to Traffic Impact Fees, Sewer Impact Fees are 
charged to new development to finance the expansion of 
the waste water treatment facility to expand sewer capacity. 
The City’s Redevelopment Agency will spend up to an 
estimated $20 Million to purchase the sewer capacity needed 
to accommodate future growth within the Redevelopment 
Project Area thru 2020. This means all new commercial 
and industrial development within the Redevelopment Project 
Area and residential development within the downtown 
Residential Development Control System boundary will no 
longer pay Sewer Impact Fees to the City through the 
year 2020. Under the previous Sewer Rate Fee Schedule, a 

single family residential 
unit would have been 
expected to pay $9,060, 
while commercial and 
industrial development 
are charged $31.01 per 
gallon per day.  A 
typical 40,000 square 
feet R&D development 
would previously pay 
about $66,000 in sewer 
impact fees. Now that 
fee is $0.   New 
development occurring 
outside the 
Redevelopment Agency 
Plan Area boundaries 
will still be subject 
Sewer Impact Fees.

City Reduces Development Impact Fees by Committing 
Upwards of $65 Million Infrastructure Projects  

The table below illustrates the effect reduced Traffic and Sewer Impact Fees
will have on various types of new development.
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For more than 25 years, the Redevelopment Agency (Agency) 
has delivered on its promise of “Making It Happen” in 
Morgan Hill.  By successfully implementing the Ojo De 
Aqua Redevelopment Project Plan in 1981 and the 1999 
plan amendment, the Agency’s impact on the community 
is evident.  Through improving infrastructure, creating 
affordable and attractive housing, state-of-the-art community 
facilities, refurbishing downtown, revitalizing the economy, 
and preserving historic sites, the Agency has helped shape 
Morgan Hill into the community it is today.  

 The Agency is responsible for building a variety of community 
facilities and improvements such as the Community and 
Cultural Arts Center, Centennial Recreation Center, Aquatics 
Center, soon to be opened Library, Butterfield Boulevard 
extension from Cochrane to Tennant Avenue, and various 
downtown streetscape improvements (Depot St.).

 To continue the Agency’s efforts, the City Council and Morgan 
Hill Redevelopment Agency approved another amendment 
to the Redevelopment Plan in November 2006.  Without a 
Plan Amendment, the Agency would have reach its current 
$247 million cap limit in January 2008 and, in effect, be out 
of money.  However, numerous projects are still needed to 
implement the Redevelopment Plan.  

 The Plan Amendment will primarily focus on public 
infrastructure, downtown, economic development, and 
affordable housing activities.  Public infrastructure includes 
street improvements such as extending Butterfield Boulevard 
from Tennant Avenue to Monterey Road and the expansion 
of the waste water treatment facility (i.e., sewer) to 
accommodate future growth in the Project Area. Downtown 
improvements will address such projects as streetscapes, 
lighting, parking, and utility undergrounding.  The Agency 
will be committing upwards of $100 million to fund these 
improvements.

Under the Plan Amendment, the Agency took the following key steps: 

• Removed area where Redevelopment has been successful, thus, enabling 
the City to receive more property tax dollars towards the general fund. 

• Reinitiated bonding authority essential to fund major projects upfront. 

• Increased the tax increment cap limit by $333 million to new cap limit 
of $580 million.

• Did not reauthorize the use of eminent domain.

 As a result, the Agency will be able to continue its operations and 
activities thru 2022 (projected).  

CITY’S RDA MAKES 
SIGNIFICANT 

INVESTMENT IN 
PLANNED OUTDOOR 

SPORTS CENTER
The Outdoor Sports Center, or more commonly referred to as 

“the Soccer Complex”, will soon receive a major “sports lift”.  
The Morgan Hill City Council/Redevelopment Agency Board 
recently approved the $10 Million Phase I plans and authorized 
the project to move forward.

The 38 acre property which is currently used primarily for 
regional soccer tournaments is located next door to the 
Aquatics Center at 16500 Condit Road. The property was 
purchased for the purpose of constructing an Outdoor Sports 
Center to meet the community’s recreation needs.  This project 
has been four years in the making and is the first step towards 
the concept master plan that was adopted by the City Council/
redevelopment Agency Board in December 2004.  

Phase One will convert existing facilities by replacing two 
of the eleven grass turf soccer fields with synthetic turf 
fields that will include field lights, player benches, spectator 
shaded bleachers, announcers stand, electronic scoreboards 
and drinking fountains.  The existing trailers and portable 
restrooms will be replaced with a new building that will 
accommodate restrooms, concessions with a warming kitchen, 
and meeting room for officials.  The current gravel parking 
lot will be paved, lighted and landscaped.  In addition 
to the enhanced field amenities, there will also be street 
improvements including the widening of Condit Road, and the 
addition of curb, gutter, street lights, and pedestrian sidewalk 
to connect this project with the Aquatics Center.  

The project is expected to be under construction by May 1, 2007 
and fields available for use by community groups in October 
2007.  The building will then be complete by October 31, 2007. 

25 Years of Redevelopment 
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The Morgan Hill Chamber of Commerce and 

Centennial Recreation Center have joined 

together to present the first annual Health 

& Wellness Fair and Resources for the 

Sandwich Generation on Saturday, April 14, 

from 10 AM to 3 PM, at the Centennial 

Recreation Center.

Saturday - April 14, 2007 - 10 AM to 3 PM  • Centennial Recreation Center

HEALTH & WELLNESS FAIR
RESOURCES FOR THE SANDWICH GENERATION

National YMCA Healthy Kids Day is also April 

14, and it will be celebrated along with the 

Health & Wellness Fair and Resources for the 

Sandwich Generation, as well! Thus, virtually 

every aspect of living a healthy lifestyle, along 

with resources for those of us who are 

caring for both elder and younger family 

members, will be featured.

“This event will be an opportunity to 

showcase the vast resources available 

in the South County which support 

Health and Wellness at any age; 

from our traditional western medicine 

style health care providers to an 

array of complementary and 

alternative approaches in holistic health care,” 

commented event Chair and Certified Medical 

Hypnotherapist Maureen Drewniany. “Our 

region is blessed with many options for 

supporting your Health and Wellness.” 

Please contact either Maureen Drewniany, 

779ç8491, Dan Ehrler at the Morgan Hill 

Chamber of Commerce, 779ç9444, or Steve 

Rymer, 779ç7271, at the City of Morgan Hill for 

additional information.

Morgan Hill Chamber of Commerce
& Centennial Recreation Center

Present
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